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The Iowa Developmental Disabilities Council is offering to fund time-limited projects to assist in 
filling gaps in services and supports that people with developmental disabilities and families are 
experiencing due to the COVID-19 pandemic. The Iowa DD Council Covid-19 Relief Fund will 
fund mini-grants up to $1,000. The purpose of this funding initiative is to: 

1. Respond to emerging needs of individuals with developmental disabilities and their 
families who have been impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic, especially unmet needs 
that could lead to institutionalization.  

2. Reduce anxiety and isolation for individuals with developmental disabilities through 
innovative projects. 

3. Build and maintain community capacity to support short-term and long-term needs of 
individuals with developmental disabilities during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

4. Support to direct care staff to be able to continue their work under these circumstances so 
the agency operations continue to provide the supports they need to the people they 
serve. 

5. Ensure people can continue to engage with their peers during this period of social isolation 
and distancing and stay connected within their communities.  

 

Who Can Submit a Proposal? 
Organizations, including service providers, municipalities, service or trade organizations, civic or 
interest-based organizations, schools, human service agencies, who support people with 
developmental disabilities. Applicants must have a federal tax identification number to be eligible.  

 

Funding 
Applications may be accepted until July 1, 2020. The Council will fund approved projects as 
Council funds allow.    

The Application must include 
1. Name of organization 
2. The title address, phone number and email address of your organization’s contact person 
3. A project title 
4. A description of your project including the impact this project will have on the lives of 

people with developmental disabilities and how you will measure the impact 
5. An anticipated number of individuals the project will support 
6. The total funding requested. 

Please note that all approved projects will be required to submit a follow-up report after the 
project has ended describing the impact of the project. If an organization does not submit a 
follow-up report, they may not be eligible for future funding from the Council. 
If your project is approved, please be aware that it usually takes up to 6 weeks after the approval 
date for all paperwork to be processed and a check issued. You will be required to supply your 
organization’s federal tax identification number. If your organization has never received a payment 
through the State of Iowa payment system additional processing time will be necessary.  
Applications can be emailed to Brooke Lovelace at blovela@dhs.state.ia.us. For questions please 
call 515-288-0442.  
 

Creating change with and for persons with developmental disabilities so they can 

live, work, learn and play in the community of their choosing 
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